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Rio Cunene Safari Expedition

Itinerary:

Day One:   

Guests arrive in Windhoek by air or road. Those driving will be informed where they are to meet the guide team and at what time. Those flying should arrange transfer into Windhoek (for own account). Guests should meet at the Kalahari Sands Hotel foyer for their collection at 17h00. Your first night with the group will be in camping mode.

Day Two: 

Toyota minibuses are used for transport and have a luggage restriction (i.e. only soft bags please). After breakfast the group departs for Okaukuejo in the Etosha National park.

Day Four: 

You set out at after breakfast, heading North to Ruacana on the Cunene River. Your route takes you past numerous rural villages and through the two largest towns/cultural centres of Ovamboland, Ondangwa and Oshakati.  The Ovambos are by far the largest tribe in Namibia.  At Ruacana, where the Cunene first encounters Namibian soil, you may have the opportunity of viewing the 

Falls and Hydro-electric scheme, (time dependant) before continuing to your campsite on the river banks.

Day Five:

After breakfast the gear is stowed in the back-up vehicles and rafts respectively. Safety and paddling instructions are given before departure. Rafts (or 2 man crocs) are used and everyone participates in paddling.  You spend approximately six hours per day on the water and the distances covered depend on flow and wind conditions. Provisions are carried on the boats for a picnic lunch at midday. It must be stressed here that although there are some exciting rapids, this trip caters for those seeking an unusual wilderness experience on one of the remotest rivers in Africa. The charm of this participation safari is to be found in unique rugged scenery, fascinating flora, intriguing diversity of bird life and some great paddling. Your backup vehicle will carry all the overnight equipment.
Day Six, Day Seven and Day Eight: 

You will enjoy the white water of some exciting rapids, explore small islands and meet members of the Ovahimba tribe.  Handling these encounters sensitively, you may at their invitation, be able to take some interesting pictures.  The scenery is varied and plentiful considering that the river winds its way through a semi-arid region.  You should see Goliath Heron, Greenbacked Heron, Bluecheecked Bee-Eaters, Fish Eagle and Osprey amongst many others.  Crocodiles are encountered on a regular basis but are usually shy and secretive. As you will be camping on the banks of the river, you meet up with your back-up crew each evening.

Day Nine 

The river breaks up into numerous streams as you paddle your rafts past well - wooded islands to arrive at the picturesque and remote Epupa Falls in the afternoon.  Here the group will camp beneath the palms.  Hiking along the rim of the gorge provides for spectacular views of the falls.  Epupa is also home to the Rufoustailed Palmthrush, a species endemic to this area.

Day Ten: 

Packing up camp after breakfast, the party heads south through the Kaokoland, travelling along the western boundary of Etosha. The group will reach Kamanjab in the late afternoon to camp overnight at a Cheetah Farm where they can view tame and wild cheetah.

Day Eleven: 

After breakfast, depart for Windhoek via Okahanja, renowned for its curio market. Arrive in Windhoek at approximately 16h00. Transit passengers will be dropped off at the Kalahari Sands Hotel. Lunch is for your account. Please DO NOT book flights out of Windhoek before 18h00. Overnight accommodation in Windhoek on Day 11 is also for your own account.

N.B.:  This is an expedition and the itinerary cannot be expected to stay the same at all times.  Please bear in mind that we are out in the "sticks" and anything can happen!

Maximum size of party can be up to 20 people.

Minimum size to be 10 (any less and the trip will be cancelled or postponed with full refunds if necessary).

Important:
This is a malaria area. Consult your Pharmacist/Doctor, or call 4193172.The British Airways Travel clinic. One can also check the website. www.malaria.co.za

SEASON: APRIL – SEPTEMBER 

Cunene river safari

Kit list

	GENERAL
	DAY WEAR
	NIGHT GEAR

	hat/peak
	1 costume
	1 pr dry shoes

	passport
	1 pr wet shoes
	2 prs socks

	camera
	4 t-shirts
	2 prs shorts

	torch
	1 long-sleeved shirt
	underwear

	slip-slops
	1 sarong/kikoi
	1 tracksuit

	sunglasses (with strap)
	windbreaker
	1 towel

	waterproof blockout
	
	1 sleeping bag

	moisturising cream
	
	

	insect repellent
	
	

	binoculars and bird book
	
	

	toiletries (biodegradable)
	
	


Please note that it is often cold in the hills around Windhoek (your first night) so please pack some warm clothing. (including a beanie) 

DRINKS

Hard and soft drinks are not supplied, clients are asked to cater for these themselves. Bottled drinks are not allowed for safety and litter reasons.

SUPPLIED BY FELIX UNITE:
All cutlery, all crockery, deck chairs, air mattress's, ground sheet, mosquito net and tents. Coffee, tea and Clifton are supplied.

IMPORTANT:
Please note you are going into a Malaria area, and a course of Malaria tablets are to be taken at least one week prior to trip departure.  Please check with your pharmacist.

FAQ’s

1. Can we go on a Cunene trip at any time of year?

Unfortunately not. We recommend between May and early September. This is due to the drier weather during this time, along with the good river levels. After September the river levels begin to drop. Then from December the rains make driving very difficult. 

2. Will we get a chance to see some African wildlife?

Yes. We spend 2 days in Etosha National Park. This is a wonderful park for game viewing.

3. Do I need to take malaria pills?

Yes. Although during the dry season the risk is less than in the rains. We also recommend you bring long sleeved shirts and long trousers for the evening, and plenty of insect repellent. Avoiding being bitten is the best way to avoid malaria.

4. Are there crocodiles in the river?

Yes there are. They are mainly quite shy and you will be lucky to see one. Our guides will explain some basic camping rules to you to avoid any danger. On the river a guide will always be in front to scare any away.

5. What boats do we use?

We use 2 man inflatable crocs. Suitable for all standard of paddler.

6. What grade are the rapids?

Grade 3. With a couple of 4, depending on river level.

7. Do I need to be an experienced paddler?

No. Your guides will show you how to paddle, and ensure your   

safety.

8. Do I have to paddle all the rapids?

You can walk any rapid if you are very nervous. 

9. Do I have to carry all my own gear in my boat?

No we will have a 4x4 following us down the river, which can carry all the overnight gear. 

10. Can I bring my own 4x4 and just join you for the river?

You will need to bring a driver to bring your vehicle to the take out at Epupa falls. Experienced drivers required and tough 4x4’s as the roads

Are really very bad.

11. Do you have any age limits for this trip?

We have taken children under 12 on the trip, but bear in mind that there is quite a lot of time spent driving and game watching. Which some children find boring. The rapids can also be intimidating for those under 12.

12. Will you cater for my special dietary requirements? 

Of course, but please bear in mind, we do need to know your requirements in advance.

13. Do I need to bring a tent?

We will provide you with a tent and stretcher. You just need to bring your own sleeping bag. (Please note all tents are for 2 persons)

14. What will the ablution arrangements be?

This varies. On several nights we will be in a campsite, with permanent ablutions. Whilst on the river, there will be a porta - potty set up each night.

15. What happens in case of an emergency?

The back up crew and the river guides are in radio contact during the day. The 4x4 can usually be at a phone within a days drive. 

As with all wilderness adventures, part of the pleasure of this trip is the remote area through which we will be travelling.

16. Are the guides qualified in first aid?

Our guides are qualified in both river safety and advanced first aid. They also carry a comprehensive first aid kit with   them.
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